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The Canary Islands, with their 2.2 million inhabitants spread across eight islands, are one of 
the outermost regions of the European Union. This status provides us with a legal 
framework that recognizes our unique characteristics and allows us to advance a diversified, 
open, and international economic model.

Our archipelago has built much of its prosperity on tourism, but in recent years we have 
accelerated a transformation process focused on education, research, and innovation. 
Companies, universities, scientific and technological infrastructures, and tech entrepreneurs 
are leading a path based on talent and knowledge.

In this context, the observatories of the Canary Islands occupy a special place. Along with 
Chile and Hawaii, they form part of a triad of unique sites on the planet for observing the 
Universe. In La Palma and Tenerife, exceptional atmospheric conditions, pioneering 
legislation that protects the quality of the sky, and an international network of telescopes 
converge, positioning the Canary Islands at the heart of global science.

The primary goal of science and scientific infrastructures is, and must continue to be, 
expanding the frontiers of knowledge and enabling our researchers to compete and lead in 
the international scientific arena. The Government of the Canary Islands seeks to support 
this effort by creating a favorable environment that ensures this scientific leadership also 
translates into technological advances, technology transfer, startup creation, and the 
attraction of international companies in the sector. In this regard, we have promoted the 
Canary Islands Aerospace Strategy, which reinforces our commitment to a high-impact 
sector with a promising future for the archipelago.

The accumulated experience in astronomy has generated an ecosystem that is capable of 
developing frontier technologies: from advanced optics and photonic systems to 
microelectronics, applied artificial intelligence, and Earth-satellite optical and quantum 
communications. These advances, which originate as auxiliary engineering for astronomical 
research, are today crucial tools for Europe’s technological sovereignty, with applications 
ranging from communication security to planetary defense and satellite and space debris 
tracking.

The observatories of the Canary Islands are therefore a strategic asset for Europe and for 
neighboring countries. There are no other sites of this nature in European territory, and from 
here we can make a decisive contribution to strengthening Europe’s strategic autonomy in 
the space economy.

DiploInnova reflects this spirit: demonstrating that science, beyond its intrinsic value, is also 
a space for international cooperation and a catalyst for economic and social progress. The 
Canary Islands wish to contribute to this vision, connecting Europe with Africa and the 
Americas and projecting into the future the best version of our history and geography. With 
this vision, we welcome your support in the implementation of this program and trust that 
this first meeting on the island of La Palma will be useful in advancing shared interests and 
objectives.

Fernando Clavijo
Presidente de Canarias

Welcome from the President



«We live such a short time on this planet that each of 
our steps must be directed toward building, more 

and more, the dreamed space of utopia. Let us build 
it together: it is the only way to make it possible.»

César Manrique (1919 - 1992)

The Canary Islands are science and innovation

The call of this universal artist, born on the island of Lanzarote, reminds us of the role that the 
Canary Islands have always played as a crossroads for encounters between individuals, ideas, 
cultures, and institutions that uphold a shared vision of how to enhance progress and citizens’ 
well-being. Guided by this priority, island territories also assume our responsibility in 
addressing the complex challenges that the immediate future presents.

In recent years, the Canary Islands have continued to strengthen their commitment to 
education and excellence in research through their two public higher education institutions —
the University of Las Palmas de Gran Canaria (ULPGC) and the University of La Laguna 
(ULL) — with more than 40,000 students, faculty members, and researchers. The two unique 
scientific and technological infrastructures (ICTS) based in the archipelago — the Oceanic 
Platform of the Canary Islands (PLOCAN) and the Canary Islands Institute of Astrophysics 
(IAC) — highlight the unique opportunities the islands offer in these two fields: the sky and the 
ocean.

Alongside these, the Canary Islands Institute of Technology (ITC), specializing in water 
technologies and renewable energies, has managed to transform specific challenges — not 
exclusive to isolated and fragmented territories — into an example of how sustainability can 
become a driver of innovation, economic development, and social progress.

https://www.ulpgc.es/
https://www.ull.es/
https://plocan.eu/
https://www.iac.es/
https://www.itccanarias.org/


The Canary Islands archipelago has also continued to shape the conditions for fostering 
an ecosystem of entrepreneurs and high-tech companies with an increasing role in our 
economy. We benefit from a specific Economic and Fiscal Regime (REF) within Spain 
and the European Union, which offers legal guarantees and tax advantages that attract 
growing investment and new innovative companies to the islands each year. The Canary 
Islands seek to ensure that an agile and efficient public administration facilitates greater 
collaboration between the public and private sectors.

The new Smart Specialization Strategy of the Canary Islands (extended S3) addresses 
all these commitments as a whole, both through a progressive increase in investment in 
science and innovation and through programs that strengthen the islands’ global 
positioning, as well as through the development of a talent management strategy, with 
the Canary Islands 2030 Agenda as a guiding framework for sustainable and inclusive 
development that protects our territory and ensures that future generations may also 
enjoy it.

All of this is complemented by other elements that define our distinctive value. The 
geography, art, culture, and history of the Canary Islands have shaped us into a region of 
tolerance and cooperation, which today also plays a central role in Spain’s and Europe’s 
strategy towards Africa — a continent of opportunities.

We are driven by the great challenges we share in this privileged geographic space, 
which, centuries after the first volcanic eruptions, continues to attract the interest of 
millions of people each year in conserving its beauty and biodiversity. The Canary 
Islands are science and innovation to keep discovering them.

https://www.gobiernodecanarias.org/asuntoseuropeos/canarias_en_ue/ref/
https://www.gobiernodecanarias.org/conocimiento/temas/innovacion/RIS3ampliada/
https://www.gobiernodecanarias.org/agendacanaria2030/


DiploInnova Canarias is an initiative of the Government of the Canary Islands aimed at the 
diplomatic corps accredited in Spain, as well as national and international organizations. Its 
purpose is to strengthen international cooperation in science, innovation, and economic 
development based on the archipelago’s unique capabilities.

The initiative is founded on a strong conviction: science not only expands the frontiers of 
knowledge, but is also an instrument of cooperation, technological sovereignty, and 
shared prosperity. The Canary Islands offer exceptional conditions to demonstrate this, 
thanks to their world-class scientific infrastructures, research talent, and a legal framework 
that recognizes their uniqueness as an outermost European region.

DiploInnova is conceived as a meeting space where diplomacy and science join forces. 
It allows the diplomatic corps and participating organizations to experience firsthand the 
capabilities of the Canary Islands and explore avenues of collaboration that go beyond 
research, opening opportunities for technological development, business innovation, and 
economic cooperation.

Each edition focuses on a different field in which the in which the Canary Islands can 
provide their greatest unique value. In 2025, astrophysics and space; in 2026, the ocean 
and climate change; and in subsequent editions, other areas aligned with the Canary Islands’ 
Smart Specialization Strategy, in which the archipelago has established scientific strengths 
and clear competitive advantages.

With an agenda that combines science, innovation, and culture, DiploInnova Canarias seeks 
to showcase to the world the capacity of an island territory that, from its singularity, projects 
itself as a strategic player in building a sustainable future.

About DiploInnova Canarias

https://diploinnovacanarias.org/

https://diploinnovacanarias.org/
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Thursday, 25 September, 2025

18:30 – 19:00  Reception of participants

19:00 – 20:15  Transfer and cultural tour of Santa Cruz de La Palma

Friday, 26 September, 2025

08:45 – 09:00  Registration &  networking

10:35 – 10:45  Introduction and Presentation: “The Canary 
Islands are Science and Innovation”

Speaker: Fernando Clavijo Batlle, President of the Canary Islands

09:00 – 10:30  Transfer to the Roque de los Muchachos Observatory

21:00 – 22:30  Gastronomic gathering

Location: Parador de La Palma

10:30 – 10:35  Welcome remarks

Speaker: Sergio Rodríguez, President of the La Palma Island Council

10:45 – 11:15  The Eureka Manifest: The Discovery of the Universe as a 
Shared Mission of Humanity

Speaker: Dr. S. Pete Worden, Executive Director of the Breakthrough 
Initiatives and Chairman of the Breakthrough Prize Foundation

Inspired by Yuri Milner’s Eureka Manifesto, exploring and understanding
the cosmos is framed as a mission shared by all humanity. Science
becomes a common ground for cooperation among nations, where every
country can contribute its talent and capabilities to collectively build the
greatest story ever told: that of the Universe and our place within it.

11:15 – 11:40  Canary Islands in Global Astrophysics: 
A Strategic Hub for Exploring the Universe

Speaker: Prof. Valentín Martínez Pillet, Director of the IAC

From its strategic location, the Canary Islands have established
themselves as a global benchmark in astronomical observation and a
model of international cooperation. Supported by a treaty that opens its
observatories to the worldwide scientific community, and by a law
requires institutions and citizens to protect the quality of the night sky,
the islands serve as a global platform for astrophysics. They contribute
to the advancement of knowledge alongside major scientific agencies
and hold the potential to foster a new form of space diplomacy, based
on global access, shared science, and the preservation of the night sky.

Centro de Visitantes del Roque de Los MuchachosLocation:

Organized by: In collaboration with:

https://paradores.es/es/parador-de-la-palma
https://lapalmacentrosturisticos.com/?centros=centro-de-visitantes-del-roque-de-los-muchachos


Friday, 26 September, 2025

Centro de Visitantes del Roque de Los MuchachosLocation:

12:20 – 12:45  From Science to Impact: Applications of Astronomical 
Knowledge in Society and the Market

Speaker: Prof. Rafael Rebolo López, IAC Lead Investigator

Astrophysics has been an essential driver of human progress, from the
creation of concepts such as time, calendars, and mathematics to the
development of technologies we use in our everyday life, such as digital
cameras and solar panels. The CELESTE project, led by the IAC, seeks
to harness the transformative power of astronomy and its drive for
technological innovation to develop future technologies, with a special
focus on Advanced Optical Systems and New Space and their
applications for both citizens and the industry.

12:05 – 12:20  Coffee break

11:40 – 12:05  Exploring the Universe with Extremely Large Telescopes

Speaker: Robert P. Kirshner, Executive Director, TMT (Thirty Meter 
Telescope) International Observatory

From the time of Galileo, advances in our understanding of the Universe
have flowed from technological advances in telescopes. Today,
humanity is building extremely large telescopes, like the Thirty Meter
Telescope, to probe the biggest questions: are there habitable planets
around nearby stars? What is the Universe made of? What is the history
and future of cosmic expansion? The TMT, the only extremely large
telescope planned for the Northern Hemisphere, will be at the scientific
and technological frontier for decades to come. Roque de los
Muchachos Observatory at La Palma is under consideration as the site
for the TMT, with a generous offer of support from Spain.

12:45 – 13:05  Public-private collaboration in science: Two-meter 
Twin Telescope (TTT)

The TTT is the largest public-private collaboration project in science in
Spain, fully funded with private capital. Designed by the IAC based on its
scientific needs, it includes two 80 cm and two 2 m telescopes, the
largest optical instruments at the Teide Observatory. The IAC has access
to 25% of observing time at no cost, while the remaining 75% is
dedicated to international projects with scientific entities, mainly from
Asia and America. The ultimate goal is for the TTT to be acquired by an
international scientific institution, enabling the financing of new and even
more ambitious infrastructures under this funding model.

Speaker: Gerardo Morales Hierro, Administrator of TTT

Organized by: In collaboration with:

https://lapalmacentrosturisticos.com/?centros=centro-de-visitantes-del-roque-de-los-muchachos


Friday, 26 September, 2025

15:30 – 17:30  Visit and presentation of the Roque de los Muchachos 
Observatory and its telescopes

17:30 – 18:45  Return transfer from the observatory

20:00 – 22:00  Dinner at El Parador de La Palma

14:10 – 15:30  Lunch break

14:05 – 14:10  Scientific and Technological Leadership in Europe
(Virtual contribution through the projection of a video)

Speaker: Nadia Calviño, President of the European Investment Bank (EIB)

Parador de La PalmaLocation:

13:05 – 14:05  Roundtable Discussion: Science and Economic 
Development - From the Universe to Earthly Opportunities

This interactive session will address how science and large research
infrastructures become drivers of technological sovereignty and economic
development in a complex geopolitical context. It will highlight the strategic
role of the Canary Islands Observatories, unique sites in Europe that
generate cutting-edge scientific knowledge while also offering opportunities
for innovation, new business creation, and the generation of highly skilled
jobs. This perspective invites debate around questions such as:
• How can science strengthen international cooperation and strategic 

autonomy?
• How can regions and countries transform their technological leadership 

to drive innovation and shared prosperity?

Participants: 
• Dr. Eva Ortega-Paíno, Secretary General for Research of the Spanish 

Ministry of Science, Innovation and Universities
• Juan Antonio Tébar Chumillas, Director of Innovation Policies at the 

Centre for Technological Development and Innovation (CDTI)
• Prof. Eva Villaver, Deputy Director of the Institute of Astrophysics of the 

Canary Islands (IAC)
• David Pérez-Dionis Chinea, Director General for Organizational 

Coordination and Strategic Projects, Government of the Canary Islands

Coordinated and moderated by: 
• Izaskun Lakunza, Director of the Spanish Foundation for Science and 

Technology (FECYT))

Centro de Visitantes del Roque de Los MuchachosLocation:

Organized by: In collaboration with:

https://paradores.es/es/parador-de-la-palma
https://lapalmacentrosturisticos.com/?centros=centro-de-visitantes-del-roque-de-los-muchachos


09:30 – 10:15  Brief summary of the previous day and presentation of 
the next DiploInnova Canarias activity

10:30 – 11:00  Transfer to the kick-off location for the volcano tour

11:15 – 13:15  Tajogaite Volcano Route

13:15 – 14:15  Cocktail lunch

14:30 – 15:30  Transfer to Santa Cruz de La Palma and/or the airport

This guided tour along the Tajogaite Volcano is part of Rutas 2030, an
initiative of the Canary Islands Government to advance the Agenda
Canaria 2030. It promotes sustainability as a driver of innovation in rural
areas, fostering progress and well-being. The program encourages
applying public and private R&D and technological development to turn
local challenges into opportunities for creating wealth and prosperity.

Centro de Interpretación Caños de Fuego

Parador de La Palma

Saturday, 27 September, 2025

Location:

Location:

Organized by: In collaboration with:

https://rutas2030.es/
https://rutas2030.es/
https://lapalmacentrosturisticos.com/?centros=centro-de-interpretacion-de-las-cavidades-volcanicas-canos-de-fuego-y-cueva-de-las-palomas
https://paradores.es/es/parador-de-la-palma
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Prior to joining the Breakthrough Prize Foundation, Dr. Worden was Director of NASA’s Ames 
Research Center. He was research professor of astronomy at the University of Arizona. He is a 
recognized expert on space and science issues and has been a leader in building partnerships 
between governments and the private sector internationally. Dr. Worden has authored or co-
authored more than 150 scientific papers in astrophysics and space sciences. He served as a 
scientific co-investigator for three NASA space science missions – most recently the Interface 
Region Imaging Spectrograph launched in 2013 to study the Sun. He received the NASA 
Outstanding Leadership Medal for the 1994 Clementine Mission to the moon. Dr. Worden was 
named the 2009 Federal Laboratory Consortium ‘Laboratory Director of the Year’ and is the 
recipient of the 2010 Arthur C. Clarke Innovator’s Award.

Executive Director of the Breakthrough Initiatives 
and Chairman of the Breakthrough Prize Foundation

https://breakthroughinitiatives.org/

Dr. S. Pete Worden

https://breakthroughinitiatives.org/


Robert P. Kirshner is a distinguished astronomer and scientific leader whose career has 
combined groundbreaking research with high-level institutional leadership. A key member of 
the High-Z Supernova team that uncovered the accelerating expansion of the universe, he has 
served as President of the American Astronomical Society, is a member of the U.S. National 
Academy of Sciences, and has received top honors including the James Craig Watson Medal, 
the Heineman Prize, and the Wolf Prize in Physics. He is also the award-winning author of The 
Extravagant Universe: Exploding Stars, Dark Energy, and the Accelerating Cosmos. Currently, 
he is Executive Director of the Thirty Meter Telescope International Observatory (TIO), a 
multinational collaboration that aims to revolutionize our understanding of the universe while 
fostering cultural respect and global scientific partnerships.

Executive Director of the TMT (Thirty Meter 
Telescope) International Observatory (TIO)

https://www.tmt.org/

Robert Kirshner

https://www.tmt.org/


Eva Ortega-Paíno is a Spanish biochemist and oncology researcher with over three decades of 
experience across academia, healthcare, and the biotech sector. She earned her PhD in 
Chemical Sciences from the Complutense University of Madrid and completed a postdoctoral 
fellowship in immunotechnology at Lund University, where she later became a senior researcher. 
Since 2019, she has served as Scientific Director of the Biobank at Spain’s National Cancer 
Research Centre (CNIO), overseeing thousands of biomedical samples and spearheading 
initiatives such as RENACER, the National Network of Brain Metastasis Biobank. She also 
coordinated Spain’s national biobank platform at the Carlos III Health Institute and represented 
the country in the European BBMRI-ERIC consortium. In December 2023, she was appointed 
Secretary General for Research at Spain’s Ministry of Science, Innovation and Universities, where 
she now plays a leading role in shaping national research policy and strategy.

Secretary General for Research of the 
Spanish Ministry of Science, Innovation and Universities

https://www.ciencia.gob.es/

Eva Ortega-Paíno

https://www.ciencia.gob.es/


Juan Antonio Tébar Chumillas holds a degree in Aeronautical Engineering and an International MBA 
from the Polytechnic University of Madrid (UPM), a postgraduate degree in Executive Development 
from IESE Business School, a program in Innovation and Leadership from MIT, a postgraduate degree 
in Public Affairs Management from the Center for Law Innovation – Comillas Pontifical University, and a 
program in Strategic Innovation from ESADE. He began his professional career in 1998 as a research 
fellow at the Chair of Aircraft at the School of Aeronautical Engineering of UPM, and later as a Design 
Engineer in the Military Transport Division of EADS – formerly CASA – for the A400M program. Since 
2008, he has been part of the CDTI staff, first as an Officer in the Framework Program Department, 
then as Head of the Framework Program Department, and later as Head of the European Programs 
Division. He is a member of the Spanish Delegation to the Strategic Committee of the Horizon Europe 
Program, Spain’s representative in the EU Member States group of the European Institute of Innovation 
and Technology (EIT), a member of the Spanish Delegation to the Airbus Intergovernmental Group, and 
a member of the Board of Directors of ENSA (Equipos Nucleares, S.A.).

Director of Innovation Policies of the Centre for 
Technological Development and Innovation (CDTI)

https://www.cdti.es/

Juan Antonio Tébar

https://www.cdti.es/


Izaskun Lacunza Aguirrebengoa holds a degree in Food Science and Technology and a PhD in 
Chemical Sciences from the Autonomous University of Madrid. Since April 2024, she has 
served as Director General of the Spanish Foundation for Science and Technology (FECYT), 
under the Ministry of Science, Innovation, and Universities. Prior to this role, she directed 
FECYT's Science for Public Policies department and coordinated the Science and Technology 
Office of the Spanish Congress. She has led initiatives such as EURAXESS, the REBECA and 
FELISE programs, and has promoted European policies on open science and gender equality 
in research. Between 2012 and 2014, she was Executive Director of LIBER, the Association of 
European Research Libraries. 

Director General of the Spanish Foundation 
for Science and Technology (FECYT)

https://www.fecyt.es/

Izaskun Lacunza

https://www.fecyt.es/


Valentín Martínez Pillet is a Research Professor at the Instituto de Astrofísica de Canarias (IAC, 
Tenerife, Spain). He acted as the principal investigator of the Imaging Magnetograph Experiment 
that has flown as part of the Sunrise stratospheric balloon-borne telescope and the Polarimetric 
and Helioseismic Imager for the ESA Solar Orbiter mission. From 2000 to 2003, he was a 
member of ESA's Solar System Working Group and was President of the Division II of the IAU 
“The Sun & the Heliosphere” from 2010-2012. Since 2013 and until 2024, Martinez Pillet was the 
Director of the US National Solar Observatory, which built and operates the 4m DKIST telescope 
in Maui (Hawai’i) and the solar synoptic GONG network distributed at six sites around the globe. 
In July 2024, Martínez Pillet started as the third Director of the IAC. 

Director of the Institute of 
Astrophysics of the Canary Islands (IAC)

Prof. Valentín Martínez

https://www.iac.es/

https://www.iac.es/


Prof. Eva Villaver is a Research Professor at the Instituto de Astrofísica de Canarias (IAC, 
Tenerife, Spain) specializing in the evolution of planetary systems around dying stars, combining 
theoretical models with observational data. She began her career at the Instituto de IAC, earning 
the Spanish Society of Astronomy’s Best Doctoral Thesis Award, then worked at NASA’s Hubble 
Space Telescope Science Institute and the European Space Agency. Returning to Spain through 
the Ramón y Cajal program, she held positions at Universidad Autónoma de Madrid and the 
Astrobiology Centre (INTA/CSIC). In 2023, she became Director of the Office of Space and 
Society at the Spanish Space Agency, leading public engagement initiatives. Prof. Villaver is also 
an active science communicator, authoring books, curating exhibitions, and contributing to 
media outreach in astronomy.

Deputy Director of the Institute of 
Astrophysics of the Canary Islands (IAC)

Prof. Eva Villaver

https://www.iac.es/

https://www.iac.es/


CSIC Research Professor at the Institute of Astrophysics of the Canary Islands (IAC) and external 
Professor at the Max Planck Institute of Astronomy. Former Director General of the IAC and 
Scientific Director of the IAC Center of Excellence Program (2013–2024). He has led major 
research in cosmology, stellar and substellar physics, exoplanets, and astronomical 
instrumentation. Co-discoverer of the first brown dwarfs and co-author of over 600 research 
papers. Recipient of the National Research Prize in Physical Sciences (Spain), the Jules Janssen 
Prize (France), and the Canary Islands Research Prize. Currently he coordinates the CELESTE 
project (IAC in partnership with CNRS France and ESA) to establish in the Canary Islands a 
center of excellence in advanced optical and space technologies, based at IACTEC in Tenerife 
and supported by the EU (WIDERA program), the Spanish Government, the Canary Islands 
Government, and the Cabildo of Tenerife.

Lead Investigator of the Institute of 
Astrophysics of the Canary Islands (IAC)

https://www.iac.es/

Prof. Rafael Rebolo

https://www.iac.es/


David Pérez-Dionis Chinea is the Director General of Organizational Coordination and Strategic 
Projects of the Government of the Canary Islands. This department is responsible for proposing 
measures that support the declaration, implementation, and dissemination of strategic projects 
for the Canary Islands, as well as promoting initiatives aimed at addressing the major cross-
cutting strategic challenges of the region, particularly actions that generate a knowledge-based 
economy and contribute to general well-being and sustainability. In the field of Astrophysics, 
Space, and Aeronautics—one of the fourteen areas declared strategic by the Government of the 
Canary Islands—this Directorate General coordinates the Canary Islands Aerospace Strategy, 
presented in May 2025 as a key tool to strengthen the archipelago’s capabilities in the aerospace 
sector, foster the growth of an innovative and sustainable aerospace industry, attract talent, 
diversify the economy, and help consolidate the Canary Islands’ position as an international 
strategic reference in this field.

Director General for Organizational Coordination and 
Strategic Projects, Government of the Canary Islands

https://www.gobiernodecanarias.org/
proyectosestrategicos/

David Pérez-Dionis

https://www.gobiernodecanarias.org/proyectosestrategicos/
https://www.gobiernodecanarias.org/proyectosestrategicos/


Industrial Engineer from the University of Las Palmas de Gran Canaria (ULPGC) and Master of 
Science in Technology Management from the University of Texas. He served as Director of the 
Canary Islands Office in the United States and Director of the Knowledge Transfer Office at ULPGC. 
In 2007, he began his entrepreneurial career by founding his first company and has since led 
innovative business projects in tourism, air transport, semiconductors, drug development, the space 
sector, among others. In 2012, he assumed the leadership of the Canary Islands Economic 
Development Agency (SODECAN), a public company of the Government of the Canary Islands, 
where he launched several investment funds to support innovative enterprises. In 2016, he founded 
Triple Helix, a venture builder specialized in early-stage, science-based startups, and he is currently 
the administrator of TTT, a network of professional telescopes at the Teide Observatory. He/She is 
also a co-founder and board member of the Canary Islands Startups Association EMERGE, which 
collaborates in the development of the DiploInnova Canarias program promoted by the Presidency of 
the Government of the Canary Islands.

Administrator of the Two-meter Twin Telescope (TTT)

https://ttt.iac.es/

Gerardo Morales Hierro

https://ttt.iac.es/


Nadia Calviño, born in A Coruña in 1968, is a Spanish economist, lawyer, and civil servant with a 
distinguished career in both the Spanish government and European institutions. Since January 1, 
2024, she has served as President of the European Investment Bank, appointed by the EIB’s 
Board of Governors for a six-year term. Prior to this role, from June 2018 to December 2023 she 
was Spain’s Vice-President of the Government and Minister in charge of Economy, Trade and 
Business, and more recently overseeing Economy and Digitalisation in various configurations. 
She previously spent over a decade at the European Commission, holding senior posts such as 
Director General for Budget, Deputy Director General for Financial Services, Competition, and the 
Internal Market among others. She holds degrees in Economics from the Complutense University 
of Madrid and in Law from the National University of Distance Education (UNED). Her work has 
been recognized with several international honours acknowledging her contributions in 
economic, technological, and political spheres. 

President of the European Investment Bank (EIB)

https://www.eib.org/

Nadia Calviño

https://www.eib.org/en/index
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The IAC is a public research consortium established by the General Administration of Spain 
(Ministry of Science, Innovation and Universities), the Canary Islands Regional Government, the 
University of La Laguna, and the Spanish National Research Council (CSIC). The IAC operates 
two world leading astronomical Observatories and acts as the steward of the sites, promotes 
new facilities, and manages observing time that is competitively offered to the Spanish 
astronomical community. As Spain's largest astrophysics research center, the IAC is dedicated 
to pioneering significant advancements in understanding the laws governing the origin and 
evolution of various forms of matter and energy in the Universe. Its primary objective is to 
perform outstanding research and technological development in astrophysics while providing 
top-tier training for graduate students, young researchers, and engineers. The IAC promotes 
outreach and technology transfer, fostering lasting international collaboration.

Instituto de Astrofísica de Canarias (IAC) 

Partner organizations

https://www.iac.es/

EMERGE is the regional association of startups in the Canary Islands, founded in 2015 by a 
group of tech entrepreneurs to promote innovation and economic diversification across the 
archipelago. Since then, it has established itself as the voice and meeting point for Canary 
Island startups, acting as a bridge between science, business, investment, and society. We 
collaborate in the development of the DiploInnova Canarias program, promoted by the 
Presidency of the Government of the Canary Islands, because we believe in the transformative 
power of science and technology startups.The startup model is one of the most democratic 
forms of innovation: it allows established researchers in the public system, and especially 
young researchers seeking opportunities, to turn knowledge and talent into disruptive solutions 
without relying on large capital structures. Thanks to a global venture capital industry—still 
underutilized in Europe compared to the U.S. or Asia—these ideas can become reality. A 
scientific and technological startup brings together talent (minds), capital (money), and 
management, becoming a driver of social and economic change with the capacity to attract 
talent, create quality jobs, and position the Canary Islands as an innovative hub.

Canary Islands Association of Startups

https://asociacionemerge.com/

https://www.iac.es/
https://asociacionemerge.com/


University of Las Palmas 
de Gran Canaria

Other participating organizations

https://www.ulpgc.es/

The University of Las Palmas de Gran Canaria is a public institution founded in 1989 that stands 
out for its diverse academic offerings, commitment to innovation and internationalization, and its 
leadership in areas such as tourism, oceanography, veterinary medicine, and public health, with a 
presence across six campuses located on various islands.

Universidad 
of La Laguna

https://www.ull.es/

The University of La Laguna, founded in 1792 and a historical landmark in the Canary Islands, is a 
public institution with over 25,000 members. It offers a broad range of academic programs and 
emphasizes technological innovation and international projection from its strategic and leading 
position in the Atlantic.

Proexca is a public company attached to the Presidency of the Government of the Canary 
Islands with the primary goals of promoting the internationalization of Canary Islands 
companies and attracting strategic investments to the islands.

Proexca

https://proexca.es/

RAICEX aims to foster the exchange of experiences and knowledge between Spanish 
researchers and scientists abroad and all the agents of the Spanish System of Science, 
Technology, and Innovation, thus contributing to the progress of science.

Network of Associations of Spanish 
Researchers and Scientists Abroad 

https://raicex.org/

https://www10.ulpgc.es/
https://www.ull.es/
https://proexca.es/
https://raicex.org/


Cabildo de La Palma

Other participating organizations

https://www.cabildodelapalma.es/

The Cabildo of La Palma is the island's governing institution responsible for providing public 
services, managing its own responsibilities such as roads, environment, culture, tourism, and 
heritage, promoting local development, social inclusion, and overseeing the use of resources to 
enhance the well-being of the population.

Society for the Promotion and Economic 
and Social Development of La Palma

https://sodepal.es/

SODEPAL, which promotes local entrepreneurship, offers business advice, fosters training, 
promotes tourism, culture, and commerce, and works to achieve sustainable economic growth 
on the island.

Spanish Space Agency

https://www.aee.gob.es/

The Spanish Space Agency unifies all space policies in our country and effectively coordinates all 
services and activities in the sector to ensure the strategic action of the Spanish Government in 
the field of space.

https://canaryglobal.org/

Canary Global Foundation is a U.S. foundation with a branch in the Canary Islands, established 
in 2025 to promote space sciences, emerging technologies, and inclusive education with the 
mission of connecting humanity with the cosmos.

Canary Global Foundation

https://www.cabildodelapalma.es/
https://sodepal.es/
https://www.aee.gob.es/
https://canaryglobal.org/


Other participating organizations

Starmus is a global festival that brings together science, art, and music to inspire new 
generations, foster scientific communication, and connect humanity with the big questions 
of our time.

Starmus

https://starmus.com/

The Gran Telescopio de Canarias (GTC) is a reflecting telescope with a 10.4-meter diameter 
primary mirror. Designed with the latest technological innovations, it is one of the most 
advanced telescopes in the world and the largest in the optical-infrared domain.

Gran Telescopio de Canarias

https://www.gtc.iac.es/

Isaac Newton Group

https://www.ing.iac.es/

The Isaac Newton Group of Telescopes, consisting of the William Herschel and Isaac Newton 
telescopes on La Palma, is a collaboration between the United Kingdom, the Netherlands, and 
Spain. It operates at the Roque de los Muchachos Observatory and has contributed to key 
discoveries such as the acceleration of the universe.

https://www.not.iac.es/

The Nordic Optical Telescope, located at the Roque de los Muchachos Observatory on La 
Palma, is a 2.56-meter scientific facility managed by Nordic universities and dedicated to 
astronomical research and education in fields ranging from the Solar System to cosmology.

Nordic Optical Telescope

https://starmus.com/
https://www.gtc.iac.es/
https://www.ing.iac.es/
https://www.not.iac.es/
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